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Most Unique
Institution in
Country.A
Bright Light in
the Bowery

By B. M. Johns
THE Hobo University has en

tered the second week of iti
current session. It ia situated
at 202 Bowery, and ia easilj

one of the most remarkable of the
country's many institutiona of learn¬
ing. .,

Beyond a doubt I had come at an off
time. All colleges have their off days,
even a hobo college. Its cloistered
halls, consisting of s room above s

florista* shop, shared by the Migratory
Workers' Union, had a bare, deserted
look. There were two occupants in the

university who gave no apparent evi¬

dence of imbibing either deep or shal¬
low draughts of the unprohibited and
consequently 2.75 mixture of the Pier¬
ian Spring. One was reading theatri¬
cal notes. The other, his face wreathed
in the untrammelled reaches of a beard
sa long and glowing sa Cenute'a, was

seated close to the wall, a drooping
felt hat covering his forehead, a atu-

dent'a bag at his feet. Opposite the
two uncurtained windows the elevated
was thundering with all the reverber¬
ating discords an elevated can conjure.
Neither of them was a hobo. Neither
of them was studying.

I felt the pangs of bitter disappoint¬
ment. As I look back on it I wonder
how it was possible.

I came to see the Pierian Spring
plsying in a. needle spray over an un¬

lettered, conventionally unshaved ag¬

gregation. I left with the echoes of
the Pierian million horsepower water¬
fall roaring through the cloisters of
202 Bowery, and I left with one con¬

clusion.

The Infinite
If you want to hear about the in¬

finite mixed with religion and the ab¬
solute, if you want to hear all about
Leibnitz's monads and Descartes's co¬

gito ergo sum, if you have any doubt
about man's relation to the universe, or

if there's anything you want cleared up
about the traffic regulations of space, if
your past education left any of these
things in doubt.just go to the Hobo
University.

"Getting back to fundamentals,
that's what we're doing,'* is the way
James Eads How, who came in & few
minutes later, explained it. James
Eads How is the president of the Hobo
University. He is also the dean, the
committee on admissions and if there
are any fellows, he is one of the fel¬
lows, too. Aside from this James
Eads How is an organizer of Migra¬
tory, Casual and Unemployed Workers
and Their Friends, but above all he is
president of the new movement, the
Hobo University. He is admirably fitted
to be president. Look him up in the
catalogue of Harvard University stu¬
dents, and you will find he was under
the elms of Cambridge from *87 to '89.
From the same source you will dis¬
cover that he is able to write S. T. B.
and M. D. after his name. He has at¬
tended the Meadville Theological Sem¬
inary and the College of Physicians
and Surgeons at St. Louis. Not that
Mr. How mentions any of these things.
He is interested in his university and
not in himself. And just as he is ad¬
mirably fitted to be president of a

university, Mr. How is dressed for the
part.
From first appearance he does not

look as though he had a string of in¬
itials after his name. His clothes
hang about his slim and slightly stoop¬
ing figure in undulating folds. His
trousers are bagged at the knees. His
coat is an old one. His shirt is of the
O. D. type worn last year by Young
America and minus s necktie. But his
face is the face of s scholar, a long,
¿sindly face, with the brow of a thinker,
and a mouth that twists into e gentle
smile.
"Yes," said Mr. How, «w« are getting

back to fundaméntalo.*' As he talked
he was moving the chairs from the
wsll snd arranging them in neat row»
in the centre of the room. It was evi¬
dent he was turning the president's
offlce into s recitation room. The only
question was, Where were the students ?
Wealth
"For instance.» said Mr. How, "there

i» the question of wealth. Our friands
i« the Hungarian Republic allow a man
10,000 kronen at 4 per cent interest.
Every one fa on the same plane as
every one else and we have a true de¬
mocracy."

I wished to continue the discussion
further, but Mr. Hpw was busy. The
university was «bout to go in m%-
#>ob. Sir. How had come »11 the way
ire» Atleatie City te assume the du-

Want te

ties of office. Where he would be
later he did not know. He lived al¬
most anywhere. He slept almost any¬
where the night overtook him.any
lodging house or park bench. It was

all the same to him, because Mr. How
is a man of the world if there ever

was one.

"At 9:30 in the morning," he ex¬

plained, "the students assemble to see
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if there are any prospect» of a job
in sight. Should they fail in getting a

job we meet at 11:80 and try to find
out why there are so many more men

than there are jobs. We study civil
economics for an hour. Then we join
in a light luncheon and after that we

study industrial law.
"That," Mr. How concluded, "is the

curriculum as it stands at present."
And who were the men who absorbed

it? That tall gentleman, sedate and
distinguished, seated by the wall, was

he a student in the university? No,1
he was not.

"That is Brother Meaker," Mr. How
explained. "Doesn't he look like the
Apostle Paul?"

Like the Apostle
Brother Meaker's face was ruddy

from the outdoors. Through his beard
his chin was square and determined.
If he resembled the Apostle Paul he
did not seem overpleased with the
comparison. W. Lathrop Meaker is a

leading light in the Liberal Socialist
League, which sponsors a number of
reforms, including a four-hour day at
50 cents an hour, in order to provide
employment for all without overpro-
duction, not to mention a project for
the seizure by the government of the
entire food reserve, thus guaranteeing
three meals a day to all who are will¬
ing to work. Brother Meaker had
come to speak to the students of the
university.

"I have been through two colleges,"

said Brother Meaker, "and this one
makes the third, but I think Mr. How
has hit upon a big idea."
Then footsteps sounded in the room.

The student body, all five of them, ex¬

cepting the one who came in at lunch
time, was convening. They did not
look like hobos any more than their
president. They affected a careless
dress suited to the casual worker.
They were not talking or laughing,
but filed in solemnly and took their
seats, and Mr, How shook hands with

each in turn, which is a great deal
more than most university presidents
will undertake.
And then the session opened.
Mr. How opened the second week of

the college with a' few remarks about
the laboring man and art.
"Down where I come from," he said,

"the negroes sing a song that goes:
'Every day'll be Sunday by and by,'
and if we only had shorter hours and
right conditions every day would be
a day of gladness."
And to prove that the laboring men

Cornd
Living Alumni
Total Thirty
Thousand

ON a June day just fifty years
ago Cornell University held
its first commencement. On
that occasion eight students

left the Ithaca campus to face the
outside world. The student body
was larger than the expectations of
its founder and president. The fac¬
ulty had prepared for the eventual¬
ity of fifty students. Instead, three
hundred entered in the fall of '68.
Three hundred students and eight

graduates.that was the beginning
of Cornell. To-day Cornell has 30,-
000 living graduates. Aside from
Harvard and Yale, more Cornell
men went to the war than from any
other educational institution in the
United States. Cornell's present en¬

dowment amounts to $17,000,000.
Before the disruption caused by the
war Cornell had a student body of
5,500. The freshman class yearly
approximates 1,000. Such are the
results of fifty years of Cornell Uni¬
versity.and Cornell is still grow«
ing. .

If some better reason than these
figures is needed for celebrating
Cornell's semi-centennial the thou¬
sands of graduates gathered there
during the last of the week must
have found it in the solid realiza¬
tion that Cornell, despite its later
beginnings, is sharing a place with
the greatest and the oldest univer¬
sities in America.

Still, it was considerably less than
fifty years ago that Andrew Dickson
White, the first of Cornell's three
presidents, asked a New York ticket
agent for a ticket to Ithaca, and the
ticket agent said:

"Ithaca? Ithaca? It seems to me
1 have heard of such a place."

If he bad not heard of it then,
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surely he has since. The agents of a

score of railroads heard of it
last week, for six thousand alumni
have made their way from all points
in the United States back to theii
alma mater.

It was Ezra Cornell who foundec
the college, as many a successfu
man has before and since who look:
back with sorrow on the opportuni
ties he lost through an inadequatt
education. He had done very wel
with the schooling he received, an<
had made a solid fortune out of th
Morse telegraph. Honest, practica
and clear of vision, he had one grea
idea, destined to make his nam

large in the lexicon of American edu
cation.

"I would found an institutio
where any person can find instructio
in any study," said Ezra Cornell.

His wish, ably carried on by th
officers of the .university, probab]
accounts for the embracing scop
of Cornell- education. There ar
ten colleges at Cornell.Arts an

Sciences, Law, Medicine, Veterinär
Medicine, Agriculture, Architectur
Civil Engineering, Mechanical Ei
gineering, Chemistry and Physic
Ever since the beginning the studei
has had the fullest possible libeii
to choose what he wishes.to lear:
unhampered by unnecessary r
quirements.

Liberty of education, howeve
was not the only liberal point
Ezra Cornell's theories. He b
lieved in vocational training, b
was broad minded enough to reali
fully the value of classical trai
ing besides, and to the best of li¬
ability he made provision for bot
Then, again, though born and br<
a Quaker, he determined from1 t'
very beginning that the college !
was going to found should be d;
tinctly non-sectarian. Though su
a decision seems natural enough t
day, fifty years ago it was mome
tous, arousing the animosity of mai
people of strong religious conv

tion», including the officers of va

brates Half C
ous sectarian colleges. Cornell for nell still persisted. The founder
a time became synonymous with the had another idea, which has become
term "Godless education," but Cor- as firmly fixed in the present gener-

entury
ation as that of religious toleration.
Ezra Cornell believed that women

should share equally with young
men the opportunities a college af¬
forded of becoming useful members
of society. Instead of founding a

women's college, like Matthew Vas-
sar, he brought forward the idea of
co-education.

In 1864 Ezra Cornell became
Senator of the State of New York
and entered the office full of his
educational project. Andrew D.
White, soon to be the first president,
was his colleague and chairman of
the Senate Committee on Education.
He soon became an interested and
sympathetic listener to Senator Cor¬
nell's ideas, until, after many con¬

ferences, a bill to charter the new

university appeared before the Leg¬
islature, drafted by Charles F. Fol¬
ger. The new university was to re¬

ceive the United States land grants
apportioned to the State of New
York, which aroused natural opposi¬
tion among the other colleges of the
state. But the bill, under the able
guidance of its friends, finally passed,
and the charter for Cornell was

granted in 1865.
On a hill rising high above the

southern end of Lake Cayuga and
overlooking the little town of Ithaca
Ezra Cornell and Andrew D. White
decided to found their university.
Incidentally, they selected one of
the most beautiful places in the
country for the campus, with a pan¬
orama of miles of New York State,
the outlook over the miles of lake,
the steep declivities into the two
¡jorges which flank the campus to
the north and south. The enthu¬
siastic Cornellián.and every Cor-
nellian is an enthusiast.will tell
you that Cornell is situated in the
Alps of America, that there is noth¬
ing in the. world more beautiful
:han the Cornell campus, and many
ion-Cornellians will agree with him.
When the university opened its

loors after a strenuous period of
building and organization it found

Mark
How University
Put Ithaca on

the Map
itself headed by one of the ablest
teachers in the country who, it is
generally agreed, is chiefly respon¬
sible' for Cornell's success. Andrew
Dickson White was educated at Ho¬
bart and Yale and later at Oxford.
Besides a study of history, which
resulted in his writing several books,
he was interested in the theory of
education. He brought all his con¬
clusions to bear in the perfecting
of Cornell. He guided it through
its early days of hostile criticism,
watching the student body hover
about the 300 mark until as late as
1881. All the time he was building
the foundations of a truly great uni¬
versity. His reputation as a teacher
brought many wealthy benefactors,
and his interest in the alumni kept
the Cornell spirit alive for years af¬
ter they had passed through the
gates.
From the very beginning there

was a crew on Lake Cayuga, and
student activities were in full sway
by the first commencement. Per¬
haps the daily climb up the hill from
Ithaca to the campus has something
to do with it, but at any rate Cor¬
nell became a leader in athletics.
a most desirable advertisement for
any university.

So many reasons are given for
Cornell's quick rise that it is hard
to find the right one. Suffice it to
say that Cornell's alumni list has
risen from eight to 30,000 men and
.women, all in a single lifetime; that
Cornell graduates have taken lead¬
ing places in almost every walk of
life. They are in the halls of Con¬
gress. : Eight states have chosen
them for governors. The largest
corporations are using them for en¬
gineers and lawyers. In the state
of New York there are more judges
in the Supreme Court and in the
Court of Appeals from Cornell than
from any other university or col¬
lege.
The country has heard of Ithaca

and the country will continue to
hear from it-
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"Getting Back to
Fundamentals
OurAim," Says
Mr. How, the
President

?
are writing poetry and music and grad-ually inculcating it into their work, h«led a song, and sang it very well,too,with the following refrain:

Hold the fort, v>e are coming.
Union men, be etrong.

Side by eide v>e battle onward,
Victory will come.

Even in the interval of wonderingwhether "strong" and "come" rhymed
Mr. Meaker was introduced, prepared to
talk on social economics; but first he
also sang a song in a strong barytone.
There was no doubt about it, Mr. Meake?
knew how to sing:
Awake! Awake! Put on thy strength

and loose thy bandt;
Arise and shine! thy banners all «n-

furled:
Go forth! Go forth! united sons of many

land»,
Proclaim the year of jubile« to aü

the world.
The song finished, Mr. Macker

straightened up to his full six feet and
addressed the class. Tall and imposing
he looked, and as he spoke his words
were equally imposing.
Mr. Meaker bad addressed the uni¬

versity before, and this morning ht
desired to go through what might be
called a preliminary examination
whereby he and the class might know
one another better, the better to gang«
their mutual capacity. Mr. Meaker
would be glad to answer any question
an the social problem. He paused ex¬

pectantly, but he only had to pause
for a second. And then one of the stu¬
dents of the hobo college spoke up.
"Is it true," he inquired in the pleas¬

antly argumentative voice of a man of
[earning, "that man is naturally ego¬
tistical? Is man a social being? Is
religion essential to him?"
And thus, out of a perfectly clear

iky and in one fell swoop, started the
lutomatic sprinkler of the Pierian
5pring, which drowned out the sound
if the elevated and furnished refresh-
nent for the next hour, an intellectual
:ocktail to whet the appetite for the
nncb to rom«

i

"Hold on," expostulated Mr. Meaker,
"you are asking three questions in¬
stead of one," but Mr. Meaker was not
to be daunted by any of the vagaries
blamed on man. Mr. Meaker holds the
title of the Hobo Philosopher and he
was ready to display it.

Mr. Meaker called for a paper and s

tack, and then equipping himself with a

fragment of brick, he endeavored to
nail the paper against the door, the
better to explain his point. It proved
to be an interesting struggle of mind
against matter, with matter well up in
first place. After hammering for a

time Mr. Meaker discovered the door
was made of iron and likely to resist
the efforts of the tack. Undaunted by
the possible symbolism, he tried the
wall, and there the paper remained af¬
fixed.

While the university watched him he
made a dot in the geometrical centre
of the circle.
"Let this dot," said the lecturer,

"represent the human entity, since all
the philosophy of Descartes, Leibnitz
and the rest must come down to this
in the last analysis.
"And these other dots will represent

other human beings besides the ego,
and this circle represents human so¬

ciety, because there must be a limit
to human society somewhere.

"And let this circle represent the
limit of the animal kingdom, and this
circle," and here he drew a very large
one indeed, "this circle represents all."

"Of course,' he acknowledged, "there
is infinity, which is commonly sup¬
posed to represent everything beyond
human comprehension, but we can in¬
clude everything, even the universe, in
the term 'all.' "

The Hobo University had not moved,
had not shifted its position. It sat in
quiet contemplation, staring at the
whole plan of things as it hung, shiver¬
ing slightly from a draft from some¬
where out of the cosmos that tested
the hold of the tack on the plaster.
"There you have it," Mr. Meaker con¬

tinued. "There you have the ego which
has been brought forth by society. Con¬
sequently man, though egotistical, i«
social, and man in turn has come from
the universe by the process of evolu¬
tion. He has come from the animals,
just as the animals came from plants.
And if man comes from the universe, if
we come from the universe, why the
universe must at least be as alive and
real as we are. Hence man is essen¬

tially religious and man must adjust
himself, both to society and to the uni¬
verse."

Which all goes to prove that they
teach philosophy at the Hobo Universi¬
ty; real technical philosophy. As the
president says: "The laboring man ha»
listened and clapped 8nd cheered the
sentiments of people he cannot under¬
stand.

"He has done all this too long. Now
the time has come when he is going
to learn about society and all the rest
of it for himself."

Has the time come? Is he doing it?
As far as the casual worker» »re

concerned, all you have to do is to
attend a session of the Hobo University
at 202 Bowery, at 11: SO, Tuesday».
Wednesdays and Thursday», to forra
your own conclusions.
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